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GUIDANCE ON TRADITIONAL LAND 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENTS  

This resource was developed by AMO’s recently created Indigenous Relations 

Task Force. Members have requested supports on creating a traditional land 

acknowledgement statement for their municipal government. The intention of 

this resource is therefore to provide guidance to interested municipal 

governments on how to draft a statement for their jurisdiction. 

WHAT ARE TRADITIONAL LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENTS? 

Traditional land acknowledgement statements are increasingly being used in 

Canada by governments, schools, post-secondary institutions, non-

governmental organizations, and other civil institutions as a practice of 

reconciliation aimed at recognizing the traditional or treaty territories of 

Indigenous peoples. The statements are typically made at the introduction of 

meetings, gatherings, events, or presentations. Some are featured on 

organization websites or event description pages. They are commonly 

modelled after Indigenous protocols.  

While municipal governments should be mindful that inaccurately 

acknowledging entities and territories may have legal implications, land 

acknowledgement statements are best interpreted as a venue for recognizing 

what is known of past Indigenous usage and occupancy of a land. Interested 

municipalities are advised to create statements specific to their jurisdictions 

based on legally recognized treaty or traditional lands or to opt for a high-

level general statement.  

TIPS FOR CREATING YOUR MUNICIPALITY’S LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

PROTOCOL:  

 Research the history of the land within and in proximity to your 

municipal boundaries, including treaties, active land claim litigation and 



Indigenous histories. This information will be useful in helping you craft 

a statement.  

 Some of the history of specific areas may be complex and different 

sources could be contradictory. In these instances, it may be better to 

opt for a more general statement rather than trying to be specific.  

 If your municipality has an Indigenous Relations or Reconciliation 

committee or if you have an Indigenous Advisory Council, you may find 

it useful to have this body help you create your municipal government’s 

land acknowledgement statement.  

 Municipal governments do not have to craft a land acknowledgement 

statement on their own. Engage and work with local First Nations, Métis, 

Indigenous organizations and community champions in your area. 

Advice from these groups may be useful in helping you develop a land 

acknowledgement protocol for your municipal government. Some may 

have also developed template acknowledgement statements for 

external use.  

 Focus on your current neighbours and Indigenous residents with an eye 

towards acknowledging past usage and occupants. Remember that in 

some cases, First Nations communities may not be located on their 

traditional lands.  

 Once your statement has been drafted, remember that it may be viewed 

as political. Some may critique the acknowledgement protocol your 

municipal government has created. While you may find it useful to 

consider their input and view the statement as a living document, do 

your best and remember that your municipality may not be able to 

make everyone happy.  

 Some municipal governments with existing land acknowledgement 

protocols have implemented a trial period (e.g. 6 months) for their 

statement to allow Indigenous community members an opportunity to 

provide feedback.  

 Determine which type of meetings and events you might wish to begin 

using your land acknowledgement statement to make sure it continues 

to be meaningful. You may also wish to consider whether you want to 

have a traditional land acknowledgement statement on your 

municipality’s website.  



 To avoid traditional land acknowledgement statements being used 

superficially and without an appreciation for their cultural meaning, 

some municipal governments have provided municipal elected 

representatives and staff with cultural awareness training before 

implementing the use of a statement.  

 Some municipalities invite Indigenous Elders or leaders to participate in 

introduction protocols at civic celebrations or official events to bring 

greetings on behalf of the local Indigenous community. Sometimes this 

approach is used instead of a land acknowledgement statement.  

EXAMPLES OF STATEMENTS USED IN ONTARIO:  

City of Guelph – Used at the beginning of Council meetings, civic celebrations, 

official events  

"As we gather, we are reminded that Guelph is situated on treaty land that is 

steeped in rich Indigenous history and home to many First Nations, Métis and 

Inuit people today. As a City, we have a responsibility for the stewardship of 

the land on which we live and work. Today we acknowledge the Mississaugas 

of the [New] Credit First Nation on whose traditional territory we are 

meeting." 

For more information: City of Guelph Territorial Acknowledgement. 

Government of Ontario – High–level statement  

"[Insert name of city/town] is located on the traditional territory of Indigenous 

peoples dating back countless generations. I want to show my respect for their 

contributions and recognize the role of treaty making in what is now Ontario. 

Hundreds of years after the first treaties were signed, they are still relevant 

today." 

Carleton University (Ottawa) – Suggested scripts to be used before the start of 

university events 

"We/I would like to acknowledge the Algonquin nation whose traditional and 

unceded territory we are gathered upon today." Or, "We/I would like to begin 

https://guelph.ca/city-hall/mayor-and-council/city-council/agendas-and-minutes/city-guelph-territorial-acknowledgement/


by acknowledging that the land on which we gather is the traditional and 

unceded territory of the Algonquin nation." 

For more information: Carleton University Territory Acknowledgement. 

University of Toronto – Used in specific university ceremonies  

"(We) wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto 

operates. For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of the Huron-

Wendat, the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. 

Today, this meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from 

across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work on 

this land." 

For more information: University of Toronto Statement of Acknowledgement 

of Traditional Land. 

TOOLS AND RESOURCES:  

Canada 

 The Aboriginal and Treaty Rights Information System (contains 

interactive maps of treaties and claims as well as other relevant 

information, including Community Profiles, Agreements, and Court 

Cases): Government of Canada Aboriginal and Treaty Rights Information 

System.  

 The Consultation and Information Service: Government of Canada 

Aboriginal and Treaty Rights Information System (ATRIS).  

 On reconciliation: Government of Canada Reconciliation.  

Ontario 

 On Treaties in Ontario: Government of Ontario Treaties.  

 On the Province’s approach to reconciliation: The Journey Together: 

Ontario's Commitment to Reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples.  

AMO Contact: Leslie Muñoz, Policy Advisor 

https://carleton.ca/indigenous/resources/territory-acknowledgement/
https://memos.provost.utoronto.ca/statement-of-acknowledgement-of-traditional-land-pdadc-72/
https://memos.provost.utoronto.ca/statement-of-acknowledgement-of-traditional-land-pdadc-72/
http://sidait-atris.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/atris_online/home-accueil.aspx
http://sidait-atris.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/atris_online/home-accueil.aspx
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100014686/1100100014687
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100014686/1100100014687
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1400782178444/1400782270488
https://www.ontario.ca/page/treaties
https://www.ontario.ca/page/journey-together-ontarios-commitment-reconciliation-indigenous-peoples
https://www.ontario.ca/page/journey-together-ontarios-commitment-reconciliation-indigenous-peoples

