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Dear Reeve Vincent and Council

Township of North Huron

December 8 2017

In the winter of 2016 we presented to area councils on the issues of winter disconnections by Westario

Power. Most councils expressed great concern over the practice and the presentation started a very

important conversation locally, and provincially.

I am writing to you today to let you know that as of the first of November, there is now a permanent

ban on winter disconnections (for non-payment) from November 15th to May 1st of each and every year.

This ban comes after 10 years of raising this issue both locally and provincially.

As leaders in your community we encourage you to direct people to 211 if they express concern about

their energy bills. There are many supports, both geared to income as well as geared to people with

above average energy costs regardless of income. There are furnace rebate programs, insulation

programs, lightbulb programs and tots of free advice.

When talking with developers, please encourage them to go above code in insulation and other energy

saving measures. A slighter high increased capital investment, pays off long term with energy savings.

Our goal, as it has always been, is affordable energy bills for our community.

I am also pleased to inform you that I have been appointed to the Market Renewal Working Group with

the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) as the consumer representative for all of Ontario.

Market Renewal is about improving the way electricity is priced, scheduled and procured in order to

meet Ontario's current and future energy needs reliably, transparently, efficiently and at lowest cost.

The Market Renewal Working Group (MRWG) is a representative stakeholder forum to guide, advise and

inform the IESO on important strategic, policy and design issues that will impact the overall success of

market renewal initiative.

If you have questions in regard to the moratorium or other programs relating to energy poverty in the

region, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you

Fr.anc^sca

Executive Director

United Way Bruce Grey
380 9th St. East Owen Sound,N4K1P1
www.unitedwayofbrucegrey.com

519 376 1560 I 800 794 1728
Fax: 519 376 5458
manager@unitedwaybg.com
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Frequently Asked Questions - Ban on Disconnection of Homes this
Winter for Customers of Electricity Distributors

Introduction

On November 2, 2017, the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) issued a Decision and Order
banning licensed electricity distributors from disconnecting homes for non-payment
during the winter. Here are some Frequently Asked Questions about the ban:

What does this mean for customers?

The OEB's Decision and Order bans electricity distributors from disconnecting or
threatening to disconnect homes for non-payment from November 15 to April 30 every
year, and requires that homes currently disconnected due to non-payment be
reconnected without charge.

We have also banned the use of load control devices on homes during the same period
and required electricity distributors to remove existing devices on homes, again without
charge.

Electricity distributors are also not allowed to ask residential customers to pay account
collection fees during the disconnection ban. If you have past due amounts on your bill
the distributor may continue to charge late payment fees on these amounts.

What is a load control device?

It is a device that limits how much power - or when power - goes to a home. Some
electricity distributors use load control devices as an alternative to disconnection.

Customers who wish to keep an existing load control device or have one installed may
still ask their distributor if this service is available.

Does the OEB's Order mean customers will now be reconnected?

Yes. The OEB has ordered electricity distributors to reconnect homes that are currently
disconnected for non-payment. This year, they must do that as soon as possible. In
later years, reconnections must be done by November 15. Reconnection must be at no
charge.



Other measures include the prompt removal of load control devices that have been
installed on homes as an alternative to disconnection, and a prohibition on the
installation of new devices during the disconnection ban.

Will those who are reconnected have to pay a fee?

No. Electricity distributors cannot charge a residential customer for being reconnected
or returned to full service as required by the OEB's Decision and Order.

How long will it take for disconnected customers to be reconnected?

For this year, the OEB has ordered electricity distributors to reconnect homes as soon
as possible; in later years, reconnections have to be done by November 15.

Reconnection times will vary by distributor according to their size and individual
circumstances, and at all times safety requirements will need to be respected.
Reconnections are a priority for the OEB, and we will be closely monitoring the pace of
reconnection.

If a residential customer is currently disconnected they should contact their electricity
distributor. If they are unable to resolve the issue with their distributor, they should
contact us directly at 1-877-632-2727.

Does the disconnection ban apply to customers that have a contract with an
energy retailer?

Yes. The OEB's Order applies to all residential customers that are served by a licensed
electricity distributor, even if they have a contract with an energy retailer.

The Order does not apply to residential customers served by a unit sub-meter provider.
As part of its customer service rules review the OEB is assessing disconnection rules
for unit sub-meter providers.

Does the ban apply to customers of natural gas utilities?

The OEB's Order only applies to electricity distributors. Natural gas utilities have winter
disconnection policies. Natural gas customers should contact their utility to ask about
the policies that apply to them. The customer service rules review includes the natural
gas utilities' disconnection policies.

The OEB is currently reviewing customer service rules, including disconnections, and a
key part of that review includes consumer input. Have your say by participating in our
customer rules survey www.oeb.ca/customerservicesurvey.
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

The Ontario Energy Board (OEB), of its own motion, initiated this proceeding to amend

the licences of all electricity distributors. As set out in this Decision and Order, the

amendments prohibit the disconnection of residential customers by reason of non-

payment from November 15th in one year to April 30th in the following year

(Disconnection Ban Period), and address related matters.

BACKGROUND

On February 22, 2017, amendments to section 70 of the Ontario Energy Board Act,

1998 (OEB Act) came into force that makes it clear that:

i. licences issued to electricity distributors (among others) may include
provisions prohibiting the disconnection of low-volume consumers during

certain periods; and

ii. the OEB's regulatory requirements prevail over anything to the contrary in

section 31 if the Electricity Act, 1998 regarding disconnection for non-

payment.

On February 23, 2017, the OEB issued a Decision and Order that amended the licences
of all electricity distributors to prohibit the disconnection of residential customers from

February 24, 2017 to April 30, 2017. The new licence conditions were intended to be

an interim measure to cover the balance of the 2016/17 winter, pending the OEB's

comprehensive review of the customer service rules that apply to both electricity and
natural gas distributors. That review, details of which are set out in the OEB's letter

dated May 16, 2017, is ongoing.

This Decision and Order is being issued by Delegated Authority without a hearing

pursuant to section 6(4) of the OEB Act.

DECISION

The OEB finds it to be in the public interest at this time to amend the licences of all

electricity distributors in order to ensure that residential customers are not disconnected
for non-payment during a Disconnection Ban Period.

The new licence conditions, which are effective immediately, are set out in Attachment

A to this Decision and Order. They replace the licence conditions that were introduced

in February 2017, and are in many respects identical to the February 2017 licence

Decision and Order
November 2, 2017
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conditions in scope and effect. Unlike the February 2017 licence conditions, however,
the new conditions apply on a going forward basis rather than for a single winter period.

Rules relating to disconnection are a key part of the OEB's customer service rules

review referred to earlier. Once that review is complete, revisions to the licence

conditions may ensue.

By way of overview of the new licence conditions:

i. During a Disconnection Ban Period, no electricity distributor may disconnect a
residential customer solely on the grounds of non-payment or issue a

disconnection notice to a residential customer solely by reason of non-

payment.

ii. During a Disconnection Ban Period, no electricity distributor may install a load
control device in respect of a residential customer's premises solely by
reason of non-payment. After consideration of questions received on the

February 2017 licence conditions, all load control devices are being captured

by the new licence conditions rather than simply load limiter devices.

iii. All residential customers who have had their service disconnected solely by

reason of non-payment or who have had their service restricted through a

load control device must be reconnected or have their service fully restored.

For the 2017/2018 Disconnection Ban Period, all reconnections and full return

to service must be completed as soon as possible, and distributors will be

required to report on their progress in this regard in accordance with new
reporting requirements to be issued in the near term. In each subsequent

Disconnection Ban Period, reconnections and the full return to service must

be completed by November 15th.

iv. When reconnecting or returning a customer to full service in accordance with

paragraph (iii), any otherwise applicable reconnection charge or charge for
the removal of a load control device must be waived. As well, any Collection

of Account charges that could otherwise be charged to residential customers

shall be waived during a Disconnection Ban Period.

v. As was the case with the February 2017 licence conditions, new or continued

disconnection or the installation or continued use of a load control device may
still occur at the written and unsolicited request of the customer. The OEB

understands from its work with representatives of low-income customers that

some customers experience longer-term bill management benefits through

Decision and Order
November 2,2017
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the installation of a load control device. While distributors should not

encourage a customer to have a new load control device installed or an

existing one maintained during a Disconnection Ban Period, nothing in the

new licence conditions should be read as precluding a distributor from
explaining the bill management implications associated with having such a

device.

vi. Electricity distributors must continue to respect all applicable safety
requirements or standards.

As noted in paragraph (ill) above, the OEB will be issuing new reporting requirements in

the near term. In addition to assisting the OEB in monitoring reconnections and the full
restoration of service for the purposes of the 2017/2018 Disconnection Ban Period, the

new reporting requirements will also address the monitoring of customer arrears.

During a Disconnection Ban Period, the OEB expects distributors to focus efforts on

promoting solutions for customers that have substantial arrears, including offering

arrears management plans; increasing awareness of assistance or support that may be

available through the Low-lncome Emergency Assistance Program, the Ontario

Electricity Support Program or other sources; and providing information about available

conservation measures.

IT IS ORDERED THAT:

1. The electricity distribution licence of each electricity distributor is amended by
deleting the conditions of licence imposed under the OEB's February 23,2017

Decision and Order (EB-2017-0101) and replacing them with the licence conditions

set out in Attachment A to this Decision and Order.

DATED at Toronto November 2, 2017

ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD

Original Signed By

Brian Hewson

Vice President, Consumer Protection & Industry Performance

Decision and Order
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Attachment A
To

Decision and Order dated November 2, 2017
EB-2017-0318

Licence Conditions

Note: For most electricity distributors, the relevant section of the licence is section 23.

The section and paragraph numbers will be revised when integrated into any licence
where the relevant section is other than section 23.

23 Winter Disconnection, Reconnection and Load Control Devices

23.1 Subject to paragraph 23.4, the Licensee shall not, during a Disconnection Ban
Period:

a) disconnect an occupied residential property solely on the grounds of non-

payment;

b) issue a disconnection notice in respect of an occupied residential property

solely on the grounds of non-payment; or

c) install a load control device in respect of an occupied residential property

solely on the grounds of non-payment.

Nothing in this paragraph shall preclude the Licensee from (i) disconnecting

an occupied residential property during a Disconnection Ban Period in
accordance with all applicable regulatory requirements, including the required

disconnection notice, or (ii) installing a load control device in respect of an

occupied residential property during a Disconnection Ban Period, in each
case if at the unsolicited request of the customer given in writing for that
Disconnection Ban Period.

23.2 Subject to paragraph 23.4,

(a) for the 2017/2018 Disconnection Ban Period, if the Licensee had

disconnected a residential property on or before November 2, 2017 solely on

the grounds of non-payment, the Licensee shall reconnect that property, if an
occupied residential property, as soon as possible, and shall do the same in

respect of any such property that may be disconnected by Licensee between

Decision and Order-Attachment A I
November 2, 2017
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that date and the commencement of the Disconnection Ban Period. The

Licensee shall waive any reconnection charge that might otherwise apply in

respect of that reconnection; and

(b) for each subsequent Disconnection Ban Period, the Licensee shall ensure

that any residential property that had been disconnected solely on the

grounds of non-payment is, if an occupied residential property, reconnected

as at the commencement of the Disconnection Ban Period. The Licensee

shall waive any reconnection charge that might otherwise apply in respect of
that reconnection.

Nothing in this paragraph shall require the Licensee to reconnect an occupied
residential property in respect of a Disconnection Ban Period if the customer

gives unsolicited notice to the Licensee not to do so in writing for that
Disconnection Ban Period and has not rescinded that notice.

23.3 Subject to paragraph 23.4,

(a) for the 2017/2018 Disconnection Ban Period, if the Licensee had installed a

load control device in respect of an occupied residential property on or before

November 2, 2017 either for non-payment or at the customer's request, the
Licensee shall remove that device and restore full service to the property as

soon as possible, and shall do the same in respect of any load control device

installed in respect of any such property between that date and the
commencement of the Disconnection Ban Period. The Licensee shall waive

any charge that might otherwise apply in respect of such removal; and

(b) for each subsequent Disconnection Ban Period, the Licensee shall ensure

that any load control device installed in respect of an occupied residential
property either for non-payment or at the customer's request is removed and

full service is restored to the property as at the commencement of the
Disconnection Ban Period. The Licensee shall waive any charge that might

otherwise apply in respect of such removal.

Nothing in this paragraph shall (i) require the Licensee to remove a load control

device in respect of a Disconnection Ban Period if the customer gives unsolicited

notice to the Licensee not to do so in writing for that Disconnection Ban Period
and has not rescinded that notice; or (ii) prevent the Licensee from installing or

maintaining a load control device if the customer makes an unsolicited request in

Decision and Order - Attachment A
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writing for the Licensee to do so for that Disconnection Ban Period and has not

rescinded that request.

23.4 Nothing in paragraphs 23.1 to 23.3 shall:

a) prevent the Licensee from taking such action in respect of an occupied
residential property as may be required to comply with any applicable and

generally acceptable safety requirements or standards; or

b) require the Licensee to act in a manner contrary to any applicable and
generally accepted safety requirements or standards.

23.5 The Licensee shall waive any collection of account charge that could otherwise

be charged in relation to an occupied residential property during a Disconnection
Ban Period.

23.6 For the purposes of paragraphs 23.1 to 23.5:

"Disconnection Ban Period" means the period commencing at 12:00 am on
November 15th in one year and ending at 1 1:59 pm on April 30th in the following

year;

"load control device" has the meaning given to it in the Distribution System Code;

and

"occupied residential property" means an account with the Licensee:

a) that falls within the residential rate classification as specified in the Licensee's

Rate Order; and

b) that is:

i. inhabited; or

ii. in an uninhabited condition as a result of the property having been

disconnected by the Licensee or of a load control device having been
installed in respect of the property outside of a Disconnection Ban

Period.

23.7 Paragraphs 23.1 to 23.5 apply despite any provision of the Distribution System

Code to the contrary.

Decision and Order - Attachment A
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