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since 2014

$7,015,013  7
Special events

6
Pilot Programs

63
courses

211
Volunteers

2879
hours of
service

88
guest 

artists/musicians

raised

2
 
Music Festivals   

 1 Art Walk    1 Dinner for 1,419 diners

1005
guests

    presenters/panelists/speakers gathered from Netherlands, Yukon Territories, Kentucky,  Newfoundland, Nova Scotia,  

 New Brunswick, Manitoba, Alberta, Quebec and Ontario 86
139 Delegates / 15 panel discussions

art exhibit / fashion designer showcase / student choir / a band / 5 fabulous chefs / craft brewery /  local winery / local 

tasting event / choir director / 8 Pitchers, 5 Catchers, 2 Banks / 3 service clubs

R2R 
2016

Rural Talks to Rural Conference

By the NumbersBy the Numbers





Phase I 
$4,291,801



$1  
invested by North Huron 

leveraged 

$7.50 
… but that’s not all







further, within the facility -   
Blyth Festival’s 2017 season will 

inject over  
$8,131,200 

into the regional economy … 

a further ROI of $16.26  
for each $1 invested by N.H.  



$250,000 
gifted to Blyth Festival 

Phillips Studio Upgrades 







The Grant & Mildred Sparling Centre
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DRAFTThe new Grant & Mildred Sparling Centre will be a showcase of forward-thinking design. The building will focus 

Net Zero Carbon program. Leveraging state of the art technologies such as geothermal, photovoltaic systems 
and water re-use, as well as utilizing natural systems such as daylighting, natural ventilation and green roofs, the 
facility will act as a case study for future rural developments.

Drawing by award-winning architect Heather Dubbeldam,, Dubbeldam Inc., Design & Architecture.  5

The Grant & Mildred Sparling Centre
Home of the Canadian Centre for Rural Creativity is sustainable architecture.

Water
• Xeriscape design focusing on native drought resistant  

vegetation reducing need for potable water irrigation.
• 
•  Rainwater capture in underground cisterns for use in irrigation.

Occupant Health & Comfort
• Exclusive use of low VOC (volatile organic  

compounds) materials.
• High visible transmittance glazing which maximizes daylighting.
• Operable windows which allow for natural ventilation.
• Use of natural locally sourced materials – focus on wood 

inbuilding construction.
• Bio Air Filtering / living wall within the building.

Key Highlights

 

than current building code.

Reduction of 40% potable 

water consumption

 
 
 

Energy 
• Geothermal design.
• Smart Glass automatically tints to mitigate solar heat gain.
• Triple glazing in windows for reduction in heat loss and gain.
• Smart Building technology connects HVAC, lighting and security 

• Lighting controls featuring daylight harvesting and occupancy 
sensors.

• 
• Vegetated Green Roofs to mitigate heat island effect.
• Solar shades.
• Energy Recovery Ventilation systems.

A showcase of forward-thinking design


 - target LEED Gold certification & Canada Green Building 
Council’s Net Zero Carbon program -
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Sustainability Consultants www.ecovert.ca 
 



Peter Smith, Project Director 
peter@blyth1419.ca

Thank you
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